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152 MECHANICS. 

No. XIX. 

GOTHIC WINDOW-BLIND. 

The Thanks of the Society were voted to Mrs. Goode, of 
Ryde, Isle of Wight, for her Improved Gothic Win- 
dow Blind; a Model of which has been placed in 

the Society's Repository. 

Ryde, Isle of Wight, 

Sir, March 3], 1843. 

There has hitherto been a difficulty in constructing 
movable blinds for Gothic windows. The model sent 
herewith is humbly submitted as an attempt to supply 
this deficiency. 

There are two separate varieties of the blind exhibited, 
one on either side of the model ; in the one, the roller is 
fixed at the bottom of two brass rods, bent into the shape 
of the window, one of which rods is hollow, for the 
purpose of carrying the string which elevates the blind. 
When the blind is up, this string is attached to a pin at 
the bottom of the window. The blind is drawn down in 
the same manner as the blinds in ordinary use. On the 
other side we have a blind less ornamental, but more 
economical. The roller is fixed where the blind begins 
to contract. The string attached to the point of the 
blind is carried over a wheel at the top of the window, 
whence it is conveyed to a pulley at the bottom, and 
thence, passing up, is attached to the roller at one 
extremity. It is thus rolled up as the blind is unrolled, 
and vice versa. 

N.B. In one of these models the roller is made of 
brass, but, in a larger frame, wood would be preferable 
with brass ends. It is now some years since I had the 
honour to subscribe myself 

Yours, &c. 

To the Secretary, fyc. Jemima Goode. 
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The ordinary method of fixing blinds for the upper 
parts of Gothic windows is to attach the material of 
which the blind is composed to a frame of wood of the 
required form, which frame is fixed to that part of the 
window by screws or otherwise. 

The principal inconvenience of this plan is, that when 
not required to shade the sun, the blind cannot be drawn 
up, but remains fixed, and thus darkens the apartment in 
which it is used. 

In order to obviate this defect, Mrs. Goode proposes 
to fix the roller a b, to which the holland or other 
material c c is attached, across that part of the window 
where the contraction of the frame begins, the holland or 




other material being cut into the required shape, and the 
broad part being fixed to the roller a a. By attaching a 
line d to the pointed end of the blind, and passing it over 
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the pulleys g h i, fixed in the upper or curved portion of 
the frame, and thence round the pulley J towards the 
bottom of the frame, and returning it to the roller to 
which it is secured, the blind is readily pulled up or down. 

To keep the blind in shape, wire stretchers may be 
sewn in across the holland or other material used for the 
purpose. 

The blind described above is the simplest of the two 
patterns sent. 



